38.   LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAV
Friday [On or before December 23, 1921]
BHAISHRI MAHADEV,
I read your letter. There is no end to your joy as there is none
to your "grief". One can look at the matter as one wishes. May
you remain firm in your resolve.
You may stay on there or ... as long as you feel that your
presence is necessary. You have many obligations to your family
to be discharged and have got to repay them.
It is not clear to me whether or not you should take the res-
ponsibility of seeing your sisters married. If I were in your place
I would make the position clear with my father. And if it was left
to me to arrange their marriage, I would depend upon Him Who
gave away the customary presents on behalf of Narasinh Mehta2
to his daughter's in-laws at the time of her first pregnancy, and would
send my sister to her father-in-law's with only a garland of yarn
round her neck. This is my advice. You should discuss things
with Durga3 . . . and if she is in mourning, ... to ... father
and seek his advice. After doing all this, you should follow the
dictates of your conscience. If you give away everything, it will not
matter; and if you do not give anything, I shall defend you before
the whole world. What I said yesterday was the outpouring of my
soul. I alone have to be carried away in its current. Others have
not to. If, on their seeing the current that is carrying me3 a simi-
lar current begins to flow in them, they may let themselves be
carried away by it. The thing simply cannot be done on the ad-
vice of others. The reply Mathuradas gave was correct. He who
wants to give away everything will do so of his own accord.
Yes, you are right in consulting me. I would give you the
advice that I have given above. What is necessary is that we should
learn to be more and more self-confident.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati original : S.N. 8763
1 Presumably written before the addressee's incarceration on December 24,
1921, for his father died in 1923 and one of his sisters was married in 1922.
The source is damaged in places.
2  1414-79; saint-poet of Gujarat and devotee of Shri Krishna
3 Wife of Mahadev Desai